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Statewide Tornado Safety Drill 

Do you & your family know what 
to do if a tornado threatens? 

 

Practice your plan of action! 

Test Watch: 
10 a.m. CDT (9 a.m. MDT) 

 

Test Warning: 
10:15 a.m. CDT(9:15 a.m. MDT) 

Whatôs Inside? 

Spring Has Sprung! Are you Weather-Ready? 
 

Welcome to spring and the 2018 Nebraska Severe Weather Awareness Week. We hope you find 
the information in this packet and the special time set aside this week useful in preparing yourself, 
your family or your business for the hazards of Nebraska weather. The NWS wants you to not just 
be ready, but ñWeather-Readyò for the upcoming severe weather season. When it comes to being 
Weather-Ready, there are a few simple things you should know:  

 

Know Your Risk 
 Tornadoes, large hail, damaging thunderstorm winds, floods and lightning can be deadly  
for the unprepared. Knowing the weather related risks posed to you is the first step in  
becoming Weather-Ready. 

 

Take Action 
 You should prepare for the hazards of severe weather season by knowing you are not  
powerless. You should devise a tornado drill plan for you, your family or your business. You 
should know what to do if lightning is in the area or flooding becomes threatening. With the 
hazard potential on the Plains, you should know what to do for each situation and be ready 
to ñtake actionò if need be. It may save your life and those around you.  

 

Be a Force of Nature 
 Be an example. Share your preparedness success  
story by posting on Facebook/Twitter or helping  
build an online community of the prepared. Look  
for ways to assist at work or in your community  
to help your family, neighbors, co-workers, and  
entire community prepare. #newx #iawx 

 

All of us at the National Weather Service are focused on  
the mission of protecting lives and property through our  
watches, warnings, advisories and forecasts. We hope  
you will take advantage of this special time set aside,  
and the information available, to make yourself and those  
around a bit safer by becoming ñWeather-Readyò.  

 1 Building a Weather-Ready Nation 



National Weather Service 
Offices Serving Nebraska 

Severe Weather Awareness Week - March 26 - 30, 2018 

West and North Central 
North Platte 

Panhandle 
Cheyenne, WY 

Extreme Southwest 
Goodland, KS 

South Central 
Hastings 

Extreme Northeast 
Sioux Falls, SD 

East 
Omaha/Valley 

6365 N. Osborne Drive West 
Hastings, NE 68901 

 
(402) 462-4287 

 
www.weather.gov/hastings  

6707 N. 288th Street 
Valley, NE 68064 

 
(402) 359-9443 

 
www.weather.gov/omaha  

26 Weather Lane 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

 
(605) 330-4247 

 
www.weather.gov/siouxfalls  

1301 Airport Parkway 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 
(307) 772-2468 

 
www.weather.gov/cheyenne 

5250 E. Lee Bird Drive 
North Platte, NE 69101 

 
(308) 532-4936 

 
www.weather.gov/northplatte  

920 Armory Road 
Goodland, KS 67735 

 
(785) 899-7119 

 
www.weather.gov/goodland  
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2017 Nebraska 
Tornado/Severe Weather Facts 
Severe Weather Awareness Week - March 26 - 30, 2018 

Tornadoes:  33 (9 less the 1950-2017 average of 42 & 20 less the 30 year average of 53) 
 
Deaths:  0     Injuries:  1 (June 12th - Sioux County near Harrison)  
                                                          
Longest Track:  31.65 mi (June 12th - Morrill into Box Butte Counties)  
 
Greatest Width:  840 yards (August 19th - Near Almeria in Loup County) 
                                                  
Strongest:  EF2 (4 - June 12th (Sioux & Morrill Counties), June 16th (Sarpy County) & August 19th (Loup County)) 
                                                                                             
Most in a county:  5 (Loup County)   
  
Days of occurrence (1 or more tornadoes):  11  
 
Most in one day:  10 (June 12th) 
 
Most in one month:  19 (June) 
                                             
First tornado of the year:  April 9th  (EF0 - Near Cortland in Gage County)  
 
Last tornado of the year: October 2nd (EF0 - Near Boone in Boone County) 

---------------------------   2017 Monthly Tornado Totals   --------------------------- 

2017 Season Peak 

 

Hail Size: 4.25ò on June 13th (Southwest of Bassett - Rock County) 
       June 29th (Near South Sioux City - Dakota County) 
 
Wind Gust:   Estimated: 115 MPH on June 27th  - North central Lincoln County 
                      Measured: 110 MPH on June 16th  - Near Fremont (Dodge County) 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total  

Total 0 0 0 2 4 19 0 7 0 1 0 0 33 100% 

EF5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 12% 

EF1 0 0 0 0 2 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 14 43% 

EF0 0 0 0 2 2 4 0 4 0 1 0 0 13 39% 

Unk 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 6% 

Unk = Unknown strength 

The EF scale is a tornado 
damage scale. Unknown 
is used when the tornado 
does not hit anything. 
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2017 Iowa 
Tornado/Severe Weather Facts 
Severe Weather Awareness Week - March 26 - 30, 2018 

Tornadoes:  55 (9 above the longer term average of 46) 
 
Deaths:  0     Injuries:  6  
                                                          
Longest Track:  34.7 mi   
 
Greatest Width:  1000 yds  
                                                  
Strongest:  EF2  
                                                                                             
Peak Hour of Tornado Occurrence:  5-6 PM CST 
  
Days of occurrence (1 or more tornadoes):  15  
 
Most in one day:  18 (March 6th-a record for any day in March since 1950) 
 
Most in one month:  18 (March-the most for any March since 1950) 
                                             
First tornado of the year:  February 28  (EF0-Clinton County-2nd February tornado on record since 1950) 
 
Last tornado of the year: December 4th  (EF2-Lee County) 

---------------------------   2017 Monthly Tornado Totals   --------------------------- 

2017 Season Peak 

 

Hail Size: 3.00ò on June 17th (Centerville - Appanoose County) 
       June 28th (Shenandoah - Page County) 
 
Wind Gust:   Measured: 98 MPH on March 6th  - Belle Plaine (Benton County) 
                      Estimated: 98 MPH on June 17th  - Ardon (Muscatine County) 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total  

Total 0 1 18 1 8 16 5 5 0 0 0 1 55 100% 

EF5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

EF2 0 0 6 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 1 12 22% 

EF1 0 0 8 1 2 8 2 1 0 0 0 0 22 40% 

EF0 0 1 4 0 6 4 3 3 0 0 0 0 21 38% 

Unk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

Unk = Unknown strength 

The EF scale is a tornado 
damage scale. Unknown 
is used when the tornado 
does not hit anything. 
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Do you know the difference? 


